
Book talk at home  
Use this book mark for some great BOOK TALK when you are reading with your child.  

Being able to read the words does not necessarily mean that your child understands what they have read. The best way 
to check how much your child understands is to talk about the book and ask questions that make him/her think. The 

questions below are for parents or carers to use to support children’s understanding on what they have read or what has 
been read to them.  

● What do you think this story will be about?  
● I wonder what will happen next?  
● What do you think?  
● Does this remind you of anything…a place you have been to?  
● Another similar story?  
● What is happening in the story?  
● How do you think this character feels? Why?  
● What would you do?  
● Why do you think the character said that?  
● Where might we find some information about …?  
● What do you already know about…?  
● What were the main events in the story?  
● What does this word mean?  
● What happened in the beginning/ middle/ end of the story?  
● Did you like the story?  
● Why? Why not?  
● Which five words would you choose to describe this character?  
● If you could ask the character 3 questions what would they be?  
● Do you think the character was good or bad? Why?  
● What was the best bit of the story?  
● Do you like these words in the story?  
● How do they make you feel?  
● Why do you think the author used those words?  
● What does this phrase mean?  
● What other word could you use instead of…? 

Book talk at home (reading and library books)   
● Why did you choose this book?  
● Did you like the picture on the front?  
● Have you read other books by this author?  
● Did you choose it because is it about…  
● What could this book be about?  
● Can you point to the title?  
● What do you think this story will be about?  
● What might happen in the story?  
● What do we call the writing on the back of the book? (blurb) What does the blurb tell us?  
● Talk about the different parts of the book (eg. Front cover, back cover, title, author, illustrator, blurb, ISBN 

number, bar code, publisher marks)  
● If it is an information book ask them where you will find out about something specific (ie. can the child use the 

contents page or index to locate information?)  
● Tell me what is happening in the pictures?  
● What has happened so far?  
● Is it what you expected to happen? What might happen next? How do you think the story might end? 
● What sort of character is…? Is he/she friendly/ mean/ nice?  
● Ask children about events in the story: How would you feel if you had been that character? Has anything like that 

happened to you?  
● If reading an information book: What facts have you read? 
● Have you learnt anything new?  Is there anything that interests you on this page? 
● Where would you find information about? 
● What was the most interesting/ exciting part of the book. 
● Why are some words written in capital letters? Italics? Bold?  
● Would you like to read another story by this author or illustrator?  Tell me about some other books that you have 

read recently.  
● Did you like this book? Why? (encourage them to develop their opinion about books) 


